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TOP DESTINATION

Farmers
Market
staying
in place

BY DANI PALMER
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — Sitting be-
fore a sea of residents wear-
ing “I support the Newport
Farmers Market” stickers,
Newport city councilors vot-
ed on Monday, March 7 to
let the market remain in its
newest location for one more
year.
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LS QUAIL IS VIIAge
came as a shock. ;

“I didn’t think we’d be this
busy from the start” said
Austin, owner of Car Audio
101 & Auto Physician Depoe,
“The U-Hauls are really go-
ing out and coming back.”

On a recent day, his park-
ing lot was jammed with in-
bound trailers and trucks,

Karob Austin, owner of Car Audio 101 & Auto Physician De-
poe, works at his computer station on Monday, March 7.

reflecting a trend that has
made Oregon the “Top Mov-
ing Destination” in the Unit-

ed States for the third year in
a row.
According to the 39th An-
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where cities such ‘as’ Port-
land and Seattle are seeing a
boom in the technology and
creative marketing industry
as well as the desire for green
space,” said Michael Stoll, an
economist from the Univer-
sity of California, Los Ange-
les, who worked on the study.

| any move this year for a vari-

ety of reasons. Kurt Gehlken,
vice president of the Farmers
Market board, said the latest
location has been the safest
and most successful.

“We're not a bunch of gyp-
sies out there with canopies
who show up on a Saturday
morning,” he said. “This is
an organization thats been
around for 38 years.”
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compared to $3.46 this year,”
said Troy Buell of the Ore-
gon Department of Fish and
Wildlife,

The season opened with
a price paid to fishermen of
$2.90 per pound, which was
20 cents less than the previ-
ous year,

He said that 33 percent of
the crab landings occurred
out of the Port of Astoria,
while Newport was at 30 per-
cent, Charleston 21 percent,
and Brookings 7 percent. The
rest of the crab landings were
scattered throughout other
ports.

ODFW and the Oregon De-
partment of Agriculture con-
tinue to monitor the presence
of domoic acid in shellfish,

) cludes:

 lingers

although the amounts dis-
covered in Dungeness crab
are under the federal action
level of 30 parts per million.
“We will continue do-
ing samples every couple of
weeks because it’s’ still lin-
gering: in- the ‘crab: at. small
levels,” said Alex Manderson,
an ODA shellfish specialist in
Tillamook. . = . -
BEING CAUTIOUS
“There are still significant
levels above the action level
for razor clams (20 ppm)
and we had levels in the high
20s in a couple of crabs that
were tested last month off the
south coast,” said Manderson.
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ENVIRONMENT

BY CALLEY HAIR
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — The Or-
egon snowpack is holding at
healthy levels across the state
despite a warmer-than-usual
February. But on the coast,
where water supply comes
from groundwater, residents
are unlikely to reap the ben-
efits.

“Because of thé (low) eleva-~

“tion and the warmer climate

... the-streams on the west

side are dependent on rain-
| fall” said Scott Oviatt, snow
-survey supervisory hydrolo-.

sources Conservation Service

~ (NRCS) in Portland.

A report released March 4
from the NRCS indicates that
the state’s mountain snow-
pack surpassed last: year’s

peak levels. Basins across

eastern Oregon' experienced
higher levels of precipitation
than usual, while cooler tem-

' peratures at higher elevations

have helped retain the snow-
pack from previous months.
~ Moving west, those strong

rlé"v‘el's‘ start  to decrease.

Snowpack in the Willamette

;e’tn'd‘ ‘Mount ‘Hood regions
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st water supply is
by snowpack levels

: gi:st Wlth the Naturdl Re-

dropped to 76 and 77 percent
of typical levels, according to
the report.

The NRCS did not pro-
vide any data for the coastal
region. That’s because snow-
pack along the coast is basi-
cally nonexistent, Oviatt said,
which presents an inherent
challenge in measuring water
levels.

An environment depen-
dent on liquid precipitation
rather than the frozen variety
is harder to measure using
season-long trends. Whereas
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Grant said.

WATER

Qontinued from page 1

a snowpack melts with a cer-
tain amount of predictabil—
ity, rainfall is “cransient” — it
changes day-to-day with im-
mediate effects on the water
supply, Oviatt said.

“It's more of a flash event
as opposed {0 a stream flow,”
Oviatt said.

Its much more difficult

to make blanket statements
about water storage levels
in regions without snow-
packs, said Gordon Grant,
a research hydrologist with
the Forest Service PNW Re-
search Station in Corvallis.
" Freshwater is generally
stored in three ways, Grant
said — in man-made reser-
voirs, in snowpacks, and in
underwater
egon’s coastal region is al-
most entirely dependent on
the aquifers.

«Groundwater IS tricky
business because it's hard
to measure it directly. You
measure it in wells,” Grant
said. “It’s quite variable over
the landscape.”

" The best way to establish a
pattern in groundwater lev-
els and retention is by mea-
suring rivers, although that's

LABOR
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from the same period a year
earlier.

The coastal region’s civil-
jan labor force increased
to 20,194 in January from
19,839 in January 2015, the
L <tates. At the same

aquifers. Ot- ‘

not a perfect science this
time of year either. Streams
in the winter and spring are
too susceptible to day-to-
day weather to get an accu-
rate long-term picture.

“@The stream will g0 UP;
the stream will g0 down in
response 10 precipitation,”
Grant said.

Dry summers offer thebest
chance to gage groundwater
storage, because without
snowpack runoff or precipi-
tation, it’s the sole supplier
of streams on the coast.

«The consistency from
year-to-year is reflected in
the consistency of stream
flow from year 10 year,
Grant said.

Every suminer, the re-
gion’s streams drop to about
the same lowest level re-

gardless of the amount of

rainfall during the winter,
Grant said. The variable that

best indicates the amount of

groundwater in storage is
the timing — whether the
streams reach the lowest
point of their flows in June,
July, or August.

«They always get down
to about the same level. So
the year-to-year variability
in low flow is actually much
lower than you might think,’

percent in J anuary.

Wheeler County recorded
the lowest jobless rate in the
state in January at 3.7 per-
cent. Grant County notche
the highest rate at 8.1 per-
cent.

Statewide, the unemploy-
ment rate fell to 5.1 percent
in January from 5.9 percent
e 9015, Nation-

For the rest of the state,
the recent report from the
NRCS paints 2 fairly healthy
picture of Oregon’s water
storage in snowpacks. Ex-
perts expect Oregon’s sum-
mer water supply to hold to
near-normal levels. How-
ever, Some hydrologists
caution that could change
if current high tempera-
tures persist throughout the
spring, according to the re-
port.

Contact reporter Calley
Hair at 541-265-8571, OF ext.
211 or chair@newportnews-
times.com
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